
Smart Guide

Getting 
tables right

1 Use tables only for data
Use tables to show data with the use of 
headers. Don’t use for layout or formatting.

2 Visual cues
Make headers stand out and use banded rows 
to guide the eye.

3 Use proper mark-up
Mark up header cells and data cells, so that 
tables work with assistive technology.

4 Keep the layout simple
Avoid merged or split cells. Limit the number 
of header rows and columns.

5 Make tables easier to read
Use sufficient font size and enough spacing. 
Repeat header row on each page.
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